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CHRISTIANS AND LAWSUITS
The following is the stance of Boerne Christian Assembly on the matter of Christians taking Christians
to court. There are many considerations on this issue, but this is primarily an article that focuses on
issues between Christians. Summarily, Christians should either: 1) be defrauded (I Corinthians 6); or
2) look to the church to resolve disputes (I Corinthians 6). To refuse to do one or both of these is often
to exude pride, greed, and mistrust and disdain for God and His order. It also may be a sign of unbelief.

According to I Corinthians 6:1-10, a Christian is not to file a civil lawsuit against another Christian in a
court of law to be judged by unbelievers. Rather, the disputed matter should be judged by the local
church.

Background of Corinth. Corinthian Christians in Paul's time sued fellow Christians in secular
court. In those days, the Jews did not use the secular courts. Rather, the Jews settled matters within
the synagogue. They felt that having pagan judges to determine Jewish legal matters was tantamount
to blaspheming God, as if the world could answer a matter better than God. But the Corinthians didn't
want to settle matters in the church because they wanted to gouge each other and they knew their
chances of defrauding someone was better in the secular courts than in the church. This was a matter
of pride and greed, which are also, unfortunately, characteristic of much of Christendom today.

Paul's Admonition. (1 Corinthians 6:1-10): "Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to
law before the unjust, and not before the saints?" Paul says Christian disputes should not come before
unbelievers because of the following:

        Christians will judge the world and angels. Therefore, believers can competently judge lesser
(earthly) matters between believers (1 Corinthians 6:2-4).

        For Christians, spiritual and legal issues are connected. Non-believing judges are not
qualified to resolve spiritual issues in a dispute (1 Corinthians 2:14-16, 6:4).  But wise Christians
can discern and judge both the legal and spiritual issues (1 Corinthians 6:5). Professing
Christians act pridefully, foolishly, and show disdain for God when they believe that unbelievers
can resolve their issues better than the church.

        Judging a "Christian versus Christian" legal dispute in secular court is shameful to the LORD
and His Church. Pagans see Christians behaving like the world, rather than demonstrating
Christ-likeness (John 13:5). It would be better to be defrauded by a Christian, even suffering
financial loss, than to take them before an unbelieving court.True believers know that the glory
of the LORD is more important than money, possessions or position.

Besides considering Paul's admonitions from the church at Corinth, other Biblical passages should also
be studied to ensure one has a firm grasp on what the Lord expects from a professing Christian. A good
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place to begin is Matthew 18.

Biblical Resolution Method. Matthew 18:15-17 states that a Christian, who is wronged by another
Christian, should follow this four step approach. The first two steps are designed to keep the matter
private and allow the wrongdoer to repent without the matter becoming public.

Step 1: Address the issue privately with the other believer. If no resolution, then go to step 2.

Step 2: Repeat Step 1 in the presence of two or three Christians. This is an attempt to clarify the error
of his way. If no resolution, then go to step 3.

Step 3: Bring the matter before the church. A church trial is now appropriate for charges to be brought
and an explanation given. If the wrongdoer still refuses to repent after the church hears the matter, and
the church agrees that he is wrong, then go to step 4.

Step 4: Expel the wrongdoer from the fellowship of the church (1 Corinthians 5:5). Matthew 18:17
states "...if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector."

Various Situations. Today, there are a variety of situations and many difficult matters. Therefore,
make sure and know the Biblical case before deciding a course of action. Prayer is also needed for
wisdom and understanding (Proverbs 2:6, James 1:5). Seek counsel from wise Christians (Psalm 1:1,
Proverbs 11:14 and 12:15). Before making a final decision, the peace of God should be present for the
chosen course of action (Colossians 3:15).

For difficult matters, the following questions may be appropriate:

        "In filing a lawsuit, is there an improper motive such as self-preservation, revenge, anger,
hurt feelings, stubbornness, impatience or greed?"

        "In my own life, am I Biblically repentant?"

        "Am I hiding behind other people or non-pertinent arguments so that I do not have to deal
with the true root cause of my sin?"

        "Will the action I take today stand scrutiny on the Day I stand before the Lord?"

        "Are there Christian lawyers or other professionally trained Christian mediators available to
negotiate or adjudicate this legal dispute with a fellow Christian?" However, be careful with this
one. Often, a rebellious person will not submit to church leadership and uses this as a substitute
(sinfully) for the church.

        "What does the Bible say about how I am to resolve this dispute?" In other words, if you only
had the Bible to tell you how to resolve the issue, what would you do? Too often, Christians,
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similar to unbelievers, have their minds cluttered with the landscape of litigation.

Christian Versus Non-Christian Dispute. The government court system is established by God to
maintain law, order, and peace in the land, including the prosecution of crimes (Romans 13:1-7).
Christians may, in certain instances, use the secular court system. Even the Apostle Paul cited Roman
law and utilized secular courts to protect his legal rights (Acts 16:37-38, 22:25-29, and 25:10-12), but
Christians shouldn't carelessly use this example in utilizing the civil court system without knowing the
proper context.

Conclusion 

A mark of a true Christian is a motivation to do everything possible to spread the glory of God, even
when he is at risk of being defrauded. A person may then prayerfully consider suffering material or
financial loss rather than cause shame to the LORD by suing publicly in a secular court. 

"Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye
not rather take wrong? Why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?" (I Corinthians 6:7)

Jesus suffered wrongly for us for the glory of His Father (1 Peter 3:18). He also said, "And if any man
will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also" (Matthew 5:40). In other
words, true believers are ready not only to be defrauded materially, but to be cheerful about it and
ready to be defrauded even more!

Believers have tremendous resources to skillfully arbitrate various issues and problems. First and
foremost, believers have the Holy Spirit, Who can bring about confession, repentance, forgiveness,
humility, compassion, goodwill and love. For the true believer, there is no infatuation with worldly
courts. Rather, we should seek godly, wise and Spirit-directed counsel within the church to resolve our
differences.

(Some of this material taken from http://www.christian-attorney.net/christians_lawsuits.html)
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